Valley Jazz Cooperative Audition Materials for Bass

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY. Thank you!

Thank you for your interest in VJC ensembles. We are delighted you plan to audition for one or
more of our groups. Our annual audition calendar features combo auditions in August/September.
Then the entire program resets with big band auditions in November/December.

Please note that different programs (combos vs. big bands) have slightly different audition
requirements. This packet contains all the materials needed for any type of VJIC ensemble audition.
But please know you would never have to play all the pieces found here in any single audition.
Read carefully below to understand precisely what you need to prepare for your upcoming VJC
audition.

For All VJC Auditions (Combos and/or Big Bands), please prepare:
1) Major and minor scale performance (ascending and descending, preferably two octaves).

2) Groove/feel demonstration by creating bass lines in a stylistically appropriate manner over the
chord progressions to the two lead sheets found in this packet: VJC Blues (“walk™ on a swing tune)
and Framer of Thy Song (play an ostinato-based line on a straight 8ths piece). You only need do this
over the changes found in each piece’s improvised solo section (labeled “OPEN for Solos™).

Please know that you are welcome to audition on either acoustic or electric bass. If you play both, it
would be preferred that you audition mostly on acoustic, though you would be welcome to demon-
strate your skills on electric toward the end of the audition, as well.

In addition, for VJC Combo In addition, for VJC Big Band

Auditions, please prepare: Auditions, please prepare:
1) Improvisation (melodic 1) There are three written excerpts from the big band chart
soloing) on Framer of Thy Patience, labeled A, B, and C. Select any two of those three---your
Song, one of the pieces choice---to play for the audition.

mentioned above. ) .
1A) As an alternate option, anyone trying out for AZ All-State Jazz

Ensembles may substitute those audition materials (provided by
ABODA) for the Patience excerpts listed above.

2) Improvisation (melodic soloing) on VJC Blues, one of the pieces
mentioned above.

On VJC audition days, please have your instrument(s) out, tuned, and ready to go by the start of
your assigned audition time, so that we may stay on schedule throughout the process. Thank you.

Finally, please contact the VJC Director, Russell Schmidt (email: Russ@ValleyJazz.org) with any
additional questions you may have about the audition process. And thank you again for your interest
in the Valley Jazz Cooperative. We look forward to hearing you soon!




Concert Lead Sheet

Medium Swing

VJC Blues

comp. by Russell Schmidt
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2 VIC Blues

OPEN for Solos:
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Concert Lead Sheet Fl'amel' Of Thy SOllg comp. by Russell Schmidt

Med. Latin J = 132-136
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2 Framer of Thy Song
OPEN for Solos:
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Valley Jazz Cooperative Bass Audition Materials (for big band)

[loosely based on materials from Patience, composed by Russell Schmidt]

J = 144 (Straight 8ths)
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Original materials extracted from Patience - Copyright ©2013 - Russell Schmidt
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